[image: image1.jpg]Humane, USA

MASSACHUSETTS





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

State’s Leading Animal-Protection Political Action Committee Announces Endorsements for State Senate and State Representatives 

Humane USA Mass. believes the strong field of candidates reflects the increasing importance of animal issues
September 9, 2010 (Boston, MA) – Humane USA Massachusetts, the state’s leading animal protection Political Action Committee (PAC), today announced its endorsements for state senate, state representative, and district attorney in the upcoming state primary.

The endorsements were made on the basis of past voting records, if applicable, and answers to a PAC questionnaire on a range of animal protection issues including wildlife, dog breed-specific ordinances, bullhook use on circus elephants, and farm animal confinement. Candidates were also asked to describe any past actions they had taken on behalf of animals, as well as any ways that animals had had an impact on their lives.

“The field of candidates is particularly strong this year,” said Marge Peppercorn, Co-Chair of Humane USA-Mass. “That level of strength clearly reflects the increasing understanding of the important role that animals play in our lives and our collective desire to see them treated humanely.”
Humane USA Mass. endorsements are:  

For State Senate: 

1st Middlesex: Eileen Donoghue

2nd Middlesex: Senator Pat Jehlen

3rd Middlesex: Senator Fargo

1st Middlesex & Norfolk: Senator Cynthia Creem

Plymouth & Norfolk: Senator Hedlund

Middlesex & Essex: Katherine Clark 

2nd Essex & Middlesex: Debra Silberstein

1st Bristol & Plymouth: Lorne Lawless

Cape & Islands: Dan Wolf

Hampden:  James Welch

For State Representative: 

6th Middlesex: Rep. Pamela Richardson

10th Middlesex: Representative Peter Koutoujian

8th Essex: Representative Lori Ehrlich

11th Suffolk: Representative Liz Malia

24th Middlesex:  William Brownberger

13th Norfolk: Jerry Wasserman

9th Norfolk: Stan Nacewicz

17th Essex:  Pat Commane

2nd Berkshire:  Noreen Suriner

22nd Middlesex:  Jarrett Scarpaci

2nd Franklin:  David Roulston

8th Bristol:  Dave Dennis

District Attorney for the Northwestern District: Mike Cahillane 

Peppercorn noted that animal lovers form a large voting block in the state and that every candidate should take their interests seriously. “These many voters should be particularly happy with the current roster of endorsed candidates,” said Peppercorn.  The PAC is still evaluating several races and may make additional endorsements soon.  

About Humane USA-Massachusetts

Humane USA-Massachusetts (www.humanemass.org) was founded for the sole purpose of electing individuals to public office who care about the humane treatment of animals and defeating those who oppose it.  It is the nonpartisan political arm of the animal protection movement in Massachusetts.  Nonprofits are legally prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates.  A Humane PAC is uniquely needed to help elect the most humane-minded candidates to public office, so that these officials can enact laws and policies that will protect animals from cruelty and neglect.
For more information contact:  Kara Holmquist, 617-501-5855 or visit www.humanemass.org
